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the brother to the sister of the entire blood, but they shall descend to the brother of the half blood, unless the first had presented to it in his life-time, and then it shall descend to the sister, she being the next heir of the entire blood. Ibid. c. 8.
ADOPTION. To adopt is to make him a son who was not so by birth. The Catechism teaches us that it is in Holy Baptism that ""we are made members of CHRIST, children of GOD', and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven/! GOD sentforthHis SON to redeem them that were under ike Law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. Gal. iv. 4, 5.
ADVOCATE, signifies one who exhorts, defends, comforts ; also one who prays or intercedes for another. It is an appellation given to the HOLY SPIRIT by our SAVIOUR. John, xiv. 16. xv. 26.
AERIANS. A small sect in the fourth century founded by Aerius; one of whose principal tenets was, that Bishops were not distinguished from Presbyters by any Divine right.
AGAPJE : love feasts, or feasts of charity among the ancient Christians, in which liberal contributions were made by the rich for the poor. The word is derived from oyaffn friendship. St. Chrysostom gives the following account of this feast, which he derives from the practice of the Apostles: " the first Christians had all things in common, as we read in the Acts of the Apostles; but when that equality of possessions ceased, as it did even in the Apostles' time the Agapee or love feast, was substituted in its room. On certain days, after partaking of the LORD'S Supper, they met at a common feast, the rich bringing provisions, and the poor, who possessed nothing, being invited." It was always attended with the receiving of the Holy Eucharist; but the ancient and modern interpreters differ in opinion whether this feast was held before or after the Communion. St. Chrysostom, as we have seen, supports the latter: Calinet, the learned Dr. Cave, and others, are in favour of the former opinion. During the first three centuries, these love feasts were held in the church without scandal or offence; but in succeeding times, the heathens began to tax them with impurity. This occasioned a reformation of these agapae. The kiss